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Attached some background papers which 
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NEW ZEALAND SECURITY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE!S _ 
P.O. Box 900, 
Wellington, 


Office of the Director. New Zealand. 


29 November 


The Prime Minister 
WELLINGTON 


PUBLIC EXPENDITURE COMMITTEE 


I attended the Public Expenditure Committee meeting 
on Tuesday. 


There was a rather confused discussion, led by 
Mr Anderton, about the Service's role in respect to 
terrorism. I explained that the Service was the 
repository of intelligence on international terrorist 
organisations, their personalities and techniques and 
that our aim was to give prior warning of any attempt to 
launch an attack in New Zealand - a daunting task in view 
of their sophistication. 


From a conversation about intelligence we drifted 
into the post event phase of an incident, Mr Anderton 
citing the Trades Hall bombing. He seemed disturbed that 
once it was established that external terrorists were not 
involved the investigation was in the hands of the Police. 
There was an inference that the Service would not protect 
the Trade Union movement but would be concerned about 
visiting diplomats. There were also discussions as to 
whether subversion could involve terrorism and the relation- 
ship between terrorism and sabotage. Mr Anderton may claim 
he was confused by the exchange; I suspect it suited his 
purpose. If in the discussion terms had been used as 
defined in the Act and the distinction recognised between 
intelligence and post incident responsibilities we would 
have got further. 


Other issues raised were:- 


- why not reveal Service strength - reveals 
capability; 


why not combine the Service with the Police - 
separate roles, fact recently recognised by 
Canadians; 
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can the Service intercept microwave transmissions - 
no direct answer, an interception of any communi- 
cation covered by Warrant; 


how can be sure not moles in Service - never be 
sure, every precaution taken; 


how many ex British (MI5) officers members of 
Service - all New Zealanders, origins irrelevant, 
races, sexes adequately represented. 


The meeting was generally amicable. The Opposition 
asked no questions. 


J.L. Smith 
Director of Security 
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MEANING OF SECURITY NZSIS 


IN TERMS OF NZSIS ACT 1969 


Section 4 of the New Zealand Security Intelligence 
Service Act 1969, which details the functions of the 
Service, refers in 4(1) (a) and (b) to intelligence or 
matters "relevant to security". 


"Security" is defined in the Interpretation Section, 
2, as "the protection of New Zealand from acts of espionage, 
sabotage, terrorism and subversion, whether or not it is 
directed from or intended to be committed within New 
Zealand", the ingredients of which are defined as follows: 


"Espionage means any offence against Section 78 
of the Crimes Act 1961". That Section makes 
it an offence for a New Zealander to communi- 
cate information or deliver any object to a 
country or organisation outside New Zealand 
with intent to prejudice the security or 
defence of New Zealand. 


"Sabotage means any offence against section 79 
of the Crimes Act 1961". That section makes 
it an offence to impair the efficiency or 
impede the working of ships, aircraft, vehicles, 
machinery, etc or to damage any property 
necessary to public safety, with intent to 
prejudice the safety, security or defence of 
New Zealand or any armed forces lawfully present 
in New Zealand. 


"Terrorism means planning, threatening, using, 
or attempting to use violence to coerce, 
deter, or intimidate - 


(a) The lawful authority of the State in New 
Zealand; or 

(b) The community throughout New Zealand or 
in any area in New Zealand for the purpose 
of furthering any political aim." 


"Subversion means attempting, inciting, counselling, 
advocating, or encouraging - 


(a) The overthrow by force of the Government 
of New Zealand; or 

(b) The undermining by unlawful means of the 
authority of the State in New Zealand." 
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WELLINGTON TRADES HALL BOMBING 


27 March 1984 


NZSIS INVOLVEMENT 


NZSIS involvement in the Trades Hall bombing commenced 
at 1807 hours on the evening of the incident, Tuesday 27 
March 1984, with the activation of the Terrorist Intelli- 
gence Centre (TIC). The TIC is the national repository 
of information on terrorist organisations. TIC watch 
personnel monitored news releases and were prepared to 
coordinate the search of Service records in the event of 
police enquiries pointing to the involvement of or a claim 
of responsibility by an organisation within the sphere of 
responsibility of the NZSIS. The TIC was stood down at 
2315 hours that evening following a briefing from the 
Police. 


Subsequent Service involvement has been in the course 
of normal liaison with the Police. 
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NZSIS 
OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT 


Section 2 The Service is an "organisation" listed 
in the First Schedule. 


Section provides that the principle is that infor- 
mation shall be made available unless 
there is good reason for withholding it. 


Section provides that any New Zealand citizen or 
permanent resident or body corporate 
incorporated in New Zealand may request 
specified information. 


Section provides the only reasons for which offi- 
cial information may be refused. The 
Service is primarily concerned with 
Sections 6 and 10. 


Conclusive reasons for withholding infor- 

mation. Includes - 

- prejudicial to security or defence of 
New Zealand or the international 
relations of Government; 
prejudicial to the entrusting of infor- 
mation to the Government on a basis of 
confidence by another Government, 
government agency or international 
organisation. 


Section 10 If the information would come within 
Section 6 (or 7 or 8(1)) then may give 
written notice that neither confirm nor 
deny the existence of the information if 
disclosure of existence or non-existence 
would itself prejudice Section 6 (or 7 
or 8(1)). 


Section 9 Gives other reasons for withholding UNLESS 
in the circumstances considerations of 
public interest outweigh withholding. Such 
reasons include: protecting the privacy of 
natural persons, protecting information 
supplied in confidence and maintaining 
constitutional conventions. 


Personal Information 


As there is a right to such information there are fewer 
grounds for its refusal. 


Section 24 


Section 27 


Section 19 


establishes the right of access to 
personal information where the information 
is about that person and is readily 
retrievable. The right attaches to New 
Zealand citizens, permanent residents, 
body corporates incorporated or doing 
business in New Zealand AND anyone who 

is in New Zealand. No fee may be charged 
of a natural person. 


provides the reasons for refusing to disclose 
personal information. The Service is most 
concerned with: 


(a) information protected by Section 6 

(b) where disclosure would involve unwarranted 
disclosure of the affairs of another 
person 

(c) evaluative material supplied with an 
express or implied promise of confiden- 
tiality. 


provides that the reasons for refusal must be 
given and also the grounds for that refusal 
unless a Section 10 notice was the manner of 
refusal. 
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Since the Official Information Act 198 
into force there have been fifty (50) requests 


for information: 


Requests for Personal Information 


In Record Not in Record 
16 22 


Appeals to Ombudsman - 9 


Requests for Official Information 


Number of requests - 12 


Appeals to Ombudsman - 2 


Total number of cases to Ombudsman - 


